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A Philosophy of Worship Leadership

UBC has a long history of laypeople leading in worship alongside the pastoral leadership
of the congregation. As a worship leader, your role is to help the congregation participate
in worship through your intentional framing of various parts of the worship service, your
invitations to stand, to sing, to pray, to give, and through your gentle, joyful, invitational
presence in the pulpit.

As worship leader, you are not the “MC” (master of ceremonies) of the service. Your
leadership should be unobtrusive and invitational, facilitating the flow of the service so
that worshippers can follow that flow. While the majority of the congregation has
worshipped at UBC for quite a long time and needs very little prompting, keep in mind
newcomers when you're thinking about how to facilitate your parts of the service. They're
the ones who will most need your help along the way. Though even newcomers can likely
follow the bulletin easily, so keep your wordiness to a minimum and let the congregation
gathered around the songs and prayers and sacred texts do the “work” of the worship
service.

Worship is about joining together with one another in Christian community, gathered
around sacred texts and the songs of faith, attuning our hearts and minds to the
Sacred in our midst through prayer and the reading and illumination of scripture.
When you are in the position of worship leader, keep this orientation in mind as you
prepare your words and prepare yourself for service in this role.

Before the Sunday Service that You Lead, Please Do the Following:

1) You will receive information about the service two weeks in advance. This will include
who is preaching and the scripture readings.
2) You write/select the Call to Worship and send it to marketing@ubcmn.org by the Tues

or Weds before the Sunday that you are the worship leader.
3) On the Sunday you are helping to lead the service BE AT CHURCH 20 MIN BEFORE
TIME to coordinate with the pastor on the service for that day.
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ANNOTATED ORDER OF SERVICE

Ringing of the Hour: The service begins with the ringing of a handbell 10 times, ideally by
one of the UBC kids. The pastor will try to identify a child before the service to ring the
bell. If there isn't a child there early enough, the pastor may ask the worship leader or
another adult to ring the bell.

Welcome: The pastor will offer a welcome to the gathered congregation, providing some
logistical notes on the service and the building for newcomers, and setting a tone of
invitation and joy for the service. If the pastor is not present in the service and hasn’t
identified another staff person to give the welcome, this responsibility will fall to the
worship leader, who can use this script as a basis for the welcome:

Greetings, friends! Welcome to University Baptist Church. It is good to be
together for worship this morning. If you’re new here, | hope you feel
especially welcome this morning. Just a few notes as the service begins: a
gender-neutral bathroom can be found just up these stairs to your left. If you
need a ramp, you can use the ramp to the right of the pulpit to reach the
hallway with the bathroom or go out the front doors of the church and to your
right to find an elevator. There will be a nursery for children under 10 (OR
WON'T BE) after the time with the children, also down the hallway up the stairs
to your left. And after the service, you're all invited to coffee hour at the very
end of that hallway. Now, settle your hearts, minds, and bodlies as we enter this
time of worship.

Prelude: David or another musician will play the prelude as the formal start of worship.

Call to Worship: The call to worship is comprised of words that invite people to attune
their hearts to the Holy, and orient our attention toward worship. This is the first part of
the service led by the worship leader and is typically written by the worship leader as well.
The call to worship does not need to correspond to the serrmon but should orient us
toward a posture of prayer and praise. (See the section titled, “Designing a Call to
Worship,” and “Call to Worship Litanies You Can Use,” if you'd like help writing a Call to
Worship.” [The Call to Worship should be emailed to marketing@ubcmn.org by
Wednesday for inclusion in the bulletin.]

Before leading the Call to Worship, invite the congregation to stand, saying something like,
“Please rise in body and/or in spirit to join in the Call to Worship and remain standing
for the opening hymn “TITLE,” # ___ in your (black, blue, loose leaf) hymnal.”
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Opening Hymn: The worship leader will invite the singing of the opening hymn, but if you
have already alerted the congregation to the hymn and hymn number when you invited
them to join in the Call to Worship (see above), then you don'’t need to say anything else.
Inviting the Call to Worship and naming the Opening Hymn all at once can cut down on
the wordiness of the service and allow for smoother transitions without the worship leader
having an “MC" feel to the service.

Passing of the Peace: The pastor will return to invite the passing of the peace, when the
congregation will turn to one another in greetings. If the pastor is not in the service on the
day you are worship leader, this role may fall to you. In such a case, you can keep this very
simple by saying:

Now we come to the Passing of the Peace, after which we invite all the kids
forward for children’s time. Now [ invite you to turn to those around you and
greeting one another with those ancient Christian words, saying, “May the
peace of Christ be with you.”

Santo, Santo, Santo: David will begin playing at the appropriate time, and this song will
invite the congregation back to their seats and the kids forward for Children’s Time.

Celebrating Children/Children’s Time: The pastor or guest preacher will share a 3-
mintue time with the children, orienting them to some lesson emerging from the scripture
of the day. At the end, David will play a brief line or two that will invite the children to
Sunday School or to return to their adults.

Scripture: Typically the pastor/preacher will read the scripture for the day, noting the page
number in the pew Bibles for those who wish to follow along.

Sermon: The pastor/preacher will preach (typically 18-22 min).

Brief Silence for Reflection: Please do not shorten this time of silence. If you are getting
antsy, count in your head slowly to 30 or 45 before getting up to introduce the next hymn.

Hymn: The worship leader will announce the hymn, noting the hymnal and hymn number,
and invite people to rise in body and/or in spirit to sing.

Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer: The worship leader will offer a morning prayer on
behalf of the congregation. 7he prayer does not need to correspond to the sermon. Use



this time of prayer to collect the many joys and concerns we face in our world, and pray

for God's goodness and grace, justice and joy, to be made known among us. This prayer
should be brief — about a paragraph — and prayed on behalf of the whole congregation.

(See the section, “Writing/Leading Morning Prayer,” for help in writing and/or selecting a
prayer to use for the service.)

Rather than saying, “amen,” at the end of your prayer, simply finish your prayer by saying,
“Now join your voices in praying the prayer that Jesus taught us...” and begin praying
The Lord’s Prayer that is printed in the bulletin.

Offering: The worship leader will invite the congregation into a time of giving. This should
be a continuation of the time of prayer you have started. You can say something like:

“Now we continue our time of prayer through the sharing of our gifts in
gratitude to support the mission of University Baptist Church and our many
partners in ministry. There are many ways to give that are shown in your
bulletin. Alternatively, you may place your offering in the offering plates that
the ushers will be passing around.”

There are a lot of instructions printed in the bulletin. You don't need to repeat them all
here and break the air of prayerfulness you have cultivated.

Offertory: This will be David or another musician, or the UBC Choir or Bell Choir. They'll
likely have gotten into place at the last verse of the hymn after the sermon, so they should
be ready to sing/play when you finish inviting the offering, and they need no
introduction.

Affirmation of Faith: Ask people to rise in body and/or in spirit to speak together the
affirmation of faith printed in the bulletin and then begin reading. You can step away from
the microphone after the first line and let the congregation’s voice carry it from there. You
can also invite them to remain standing for the closing hymn and provide the hymnal and
number when you invite them to stand for the affirmation of faith. You can say, “Please
rise in body and/or in spirit to join in the Affirmation of Faith and remain standing for
the closing hymn “TITLE,” # ___ in your (black, blue, loose leaf) hymnal.”

Closing Hymn: If you've already invited the singing of the closing hymn when you
introduced the affirmation of faith (preferable), then you don’t need to say anything else.
David can begin playing the hymn intro and the congregation will sing.



Benediction: This will be offered by the pastor/preacher.
Postlude: The musician will play.

Announcements & Joys and Concerns: Step back to the pulpit after the postlude and
invite the congregation into this time.

First, ask folks to line up to the side of the pulpit. You stand back from the mic (but don’t
sit down) and help curate the announcement period, indicating or inviting the next person.

Then, when announcements have concluded, look at the screen to see who is joining us on
Zoom and welcome them. “Now we are at the time when we share our joys and concerns
with one another. Please come to the pulpit mic if you are able. Announce your name,
your pronouns if you choose, and end you joy or concern with, “this is my prayer to God,”
and the congregation will answer “God hear our prayer.” When inviting people to share
their prayers, you might say something like, “Since this is a time of prayer to God and
not a forum to share all the particulars of various situations for which we are praying,
you don'’t need to provide all the details. God knows the cries of our hearts. Simply
state your prayer and allow the congregation to pray alongside you.”

Finally, bring the time of sharing to a close with a brief prayer. Do not repeat all of the joys
and concerns. You might use (but don’t have to): “And now, please join me in silent
prayer for all that has been shared today and for prayers in your heart that you have
not shared.” Take a moment, breath, then and say, “Amen.”

Invite people to coffee hour.



Designing a Call to Worship

Writing your own Call to Worship litany can be a very meaningful way to participate in the
design of the service of worship. As the name implies, a call to worship calls people to
worship. It isn’t a general prayer, or a thematic introduction to the service (with the
exception, perhaps, of seasons like Advent and Lent which have a specific liturgical tone). If
you would like to write your own call to worship, here is a format to use:

One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
All:

Any more than three “one” lines and three “many” lines, concluding with a unison, “all”
line, may get to be a bit long. You can shorten it to two “one” and two “many” lines if
you'd like.

Psalms of praise and thanksgiving are often a good place to go for inspiration, as these are
songs of worship. You could consult Psalm 27, 30, 34, 42, 56, 89, 92, 100, 103, 106, 107,
111, 117, 136, 139, 145. If you choose a Psalm as inspiration, you can simply use lines from
the Psalm for the one and many call and responses, though you may have to change “I" to
“‘we” so that it can be prayed as a corporate prayer. Simply note at the end of the call to
worship that you submit something like: (inspired by Psalm _)

Please use gender-neutral language for God (e.g., simply using “God,” or “Holy One,”
instead of “him/his” in the prayer.)

You can also write your own Call to Worship using language and imagery that help people
direct their hearts toward God, attune themselves to the Holy in their midst, and open
themselves through prayer and song to the worship of the Divine.



Call to Worship Litanies You Can Use

There are places online that you can go to look for appropriate Calls to Worship, but here
are a few you can also use if you'd like to select one rather than write your own.

Call to Worship rooted in Psalm 104

One: O God, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is
full of your creatures. Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are
there, living things both small and great.

Many: These all look to you to give them their food in due season; when you give to
them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.
One: When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they
die and return to their dust.

Many: When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of
the ground. May the glory of our God endure forever; may God rejoice in these
Divine works—who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains
and they smoke.

One: We will sing to God as long as we live; we will sing praise to our God while we have
being.

All: May our meditations be pleasing to God, for we rejoice in the Sovereign of the
universe. Praise to the Holy One!

Call to Worship by Rev. Ann B. Day

One: We are the body of Christ! The hand clapping, toe tapping, heart pumping, mouth
tasting, arms embracing, justice seeing, hymn singing, love making, bread breaking, risk
taking

Many: Body of Christ!

One: Baptized in one Spirit, we are members of one body.

Many: Many and varied in gender, color, sexuality, age, class, and ability, we are
members of Christ's beautiful body.

One: None of us can say to another, "l have no need of you."

Many: For only together can we find wholeness.

One: None of us can say to another, "I will not care for you."

Many: For we are connected like muscle and bone. If one suffers, we all suffer. If one
rejoices, we all rejoice!

One: Thanks be to God who, in Christ, has made us one.

All: Let us worship God!



Call to Worship from Church World Service World Refugee Day Worship Resources

One: We give praise to our God who gathers us as one people.

All: We delight in our God who has mercy upon us.

One: We seek to be one with refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants.

All: Clear our eyes that we may see the sufferings of displaced people.

One: We welcome those whose lives have been dislocated by war, famine and injustice.
All: Open our ears that we may hear the cries of those deep in despair.

One: We express our solidarity with all who search for a new life, a new home, a new
promise.

All: Guide our feet that we may spread comfort; loosen our tongues that we might
speak words of hope.

One: Give us open hearts that we may be truly welcoming to the stranger in our midst.
All: God remind us that through our acts of hospitality we are restored to you. Amen.

Call to Worship from Sacraments and Seasons

One: In the midst of a world where people hunger and thirst . . .

All: come worship a God who feeds the hungry.

One: In the midst of a world where people are abused and oppressed . . .

All: come worship a God who calls for compassion and justice.

One: In the midst of a world filled with wars and rumor of war . . .

All: come worship a God who desires nothing less than peace for the world.

One: In the midst of a world of spiritual emptiness. Come worship a God who gives life
meaning. Come worship a God whose grace and love know no end.

Call to Worship rooted in Psalm 85:8-13

One: Let us hear what the Sovereign God will speak, for God will speak peace to God’s
people, to all who turn to God with their hearts.

Many: Surely God’s salvation is at hand for those who revere the Holy One, that God’s
glory may dwell in all the earth.

One: Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each
other.

Many: Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down
from the sky.
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One: God will give what is good and will bring forth the blessings of the earth.
Righteousness proceeds the Holy One, making a path for the entrance of the Divine
Presence among us.

All: Come, Holy One, and speak salvation and peace, love and faithfulness,
righteousness and peace to a// your people. Amen.

Call to Worship rooted in Psalms 124 &138

One: We give you thanks, O God, with our whole hearts; before all of the lesser “gods” that
call constantly for our attention and beg for our worship and devotion, we sing your
praise.

Many: We bow down toward your holy presence and we give thanks to your name for
your steadfast love and your faithfulness. When we’ve called, you’ve answered us.
You increase the strength of our souls.

One: If it had not been for God who was with us when we were attacked and assaulted by
lovers of injustice and violence,

Many: then they would have swallowed us up alive when their anger was kindled
against us.

One: If it had not been for God who was with us when the floods and torrents rose up over
us,

Many: then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone over
us, and the raging waters would have done us in.

One: For though the Divine is high above and beyond us, God regards the lowly and
dwells with us.

All: Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us against wrath and
destruction, you stretch out your hand toward us and your steadfast love endures
forever. Amen.

Call to Worship by Mary Jo Leddy, Radical Gratitude

One: Create us anew O God. Create us not novel but new.

Many: From the remainders of our dreams, create a new hope O God.

One: From the ashes of our failures, create a new spirit O God.

Many: From the castoffs of our words, create a new song O God.

One: From the crutches of our lives, create a new dance O God

Many: From the leftovers of our loves, create a new heart O God.

One: From the pieces of our lives, recreate us O God.

All: Hover over our darkness and depths. Create us once again as on the first day of
creation.
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Call to Worship by Mary Jo Leddy, Radical Gratitude

One: Because money talks but rarely conceives. Because money talks but does not walk.
Many: We call upon Your name because there are things money can’t buy,

One: because what does it profit us if we consume the whole world and are consumed in
the process,

Many: because we are tried of being paralyzed in pain and guilt and powerlessness.
One: We call upon Your name when we have neither silver or gold, or when we have it all
and it means nothing.

Many: We call upon the Power of Your name, Your Power between us and among us.

One: Like Peter we say to ourselves, sick and lame by the gate—
All: Rise. Walk. Sing Justice. Sow Glory.

Call to Worship by Mary Jo Leddy, Radical Gratitude

One: We cry out to You because living is so all-consuming. We are wasting away from
wanting it all.

Many: We are too busy to take the one step. We are running in circles, running on the

spot, getting ahead while falling behind, going nowhere fast.

One: Thus we are held captive to everything and nothing.

Many: Let us take the one step — the one step in the direction of freedom.
One: One step is enough.

Many: Let us go, let us leave Mardok, Mammon, the disposable god.

One: Be with us Manna, Daily Bread and ordinary delight.

All: Give us water on the way, You, the Diviner: You, the Destination.

Call to Worship by Mary Jo Leddy, Radical Gratitude

One: We have called You names.

All: We have cut you down to our smaller size.

One: We cannot bear not knowing who You are.

All: We cannot stand not knowing what You will do next. We, the managers of grace
in the administration of life.

One: How blessed we are that You are more than what we make of You, that You do not
fit, that You are so inconvenient, so lacking in good form, so impertinent to call.

All: O Fire in the ice.

One: O Stillness in the stream.

All: O Flowers filling out the sky.
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One: O Love beneath the ground.
All: O Life within the tomb.

Call to Worship by Mary Jo Leddy, Radical Gratitude

One: Fire of our fire, You leap between us and among us.
Many: Light traveling at night, signaling in the distance.

One: Spark of hope and warm gathering of love, ignite the hope that sleeps among us.

Many: Enkindle the power stacked between our wooden lives.
One: Stir the embers of Your blessed joy.
All: Fire of our fire, leap between us and among us.
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Writing/Leading Morning Prayer

There are many places you can look for inspiration for writing the morning prayer. There
are books of prayers in the church library, and some decent websites with pre-written
prayers as well.

For example, the Vanderbilt Lectionary resource page has prayers for every Sunday on the liturgical
calendar that you can either use or take as inspiration to write your prayer:
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayer/

The UCC also has a resource page dedicated to worship resources you can find here:
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/justice_worker-justice_labor-sunday worship-resources/

The UMC has a curated list of prayers that can be worked into a call to worship, found here:
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/book-of-worship/greetings-and-opening-prayers-for-various-
occasions

You, of course, can write your own without seeking outside inspiration.

To do so, it is often helpful to think about beginning your prayer with an expression of
thanksgiving (for life, for this community, for the earth, for particular things we have
recently experienced as a community, etc.), then move into petitions in which you may
pray for specific things happening in our community and/or world, prayers for peace and
justice, prayers for the hard things we are experiencing in life together. For example,

God, we thank you for the gift of life and for those with whom we share
this earth — human and animal, plants and waters. We pray this morning
with all whose hearts are breaking under the weight of grief, that they
may be held in your loving light. For those of suffer injustice and
violence, that they may know peace in their lives, and that we may
become instruments of your peace. And we celebrate with those who
are rejoicing in the goodness of life, that they may rejoice in you. Hold
all of these in your loving care, and guide us each into expressions of
your compassion, peace, and justice in the world. Now let us join our
hearts in praying together the prayer that Jesus taught us, saying...

The morning prayer should be brief (about a paragraph) and prayed on behalf of the

whole congregation and will lead directly into the congregation’s praying of the Lord’s
Prayer.
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Variations on the Lord’s Prayer We Will Periodically Use

The version of the Lord’s Prayer in use during the season in which your Sunday falls will
already be selected and printed in the bulletin. You do not need to select one. This listing
in simply informational.

The Lord’s Prayer (UBC'’s traditional version)

Creator of all life and this Earth that is our home, who is all around us, hallowed be thy name. Thy

commonwealth come. Thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil, for thine is the realm, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (from the New Zealand Anglican Prayer Book)
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,

Source of all that is and that shall be,

Father and Mother of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Based on The Message Paraphrase
Our Holy Parent in heaven,

Reveal who you are.

Set the world right;

Do what's best — As above, so below.

Keep us alive with three square meals.

Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.
You're in charge! You can do anything you want!
You're ablaze in beauty! Yes. Yes. Yes.

Lord’s Prayer Paraphrase by Parker Palmer

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,
Holy and blessed is your true name.
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We pray for your reign of peace to come,

We pray that your good will be done,

Let heaven and earth become one.

Give us this day the bread we need,

Give it to those who have none.

Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,

From each one to each one.

Lead us to holy innocence Beyond the evil of our days —
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.

For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:
Forever your name is All in One.

Lord’s Prayer Retranslation from the Aramaic

O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere!

Release a space to plant your Presence here.

Imagine your possibilities now.

Embody your desire in every light and form.

Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom.

Untie the knots of failure binding us, as we release the strands we hold of others' faults.
Help us not forget our Source,

Yet free us from not being in the Present.

From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. Amen - May our
future actions grow from here!

Lord’s Prayer Paraphrased by Sarah Dylan Breuer

Loving Creator we honor you, and we honor all that you have made. Renew the whole world in the
image of your love. Give us what we need for today, and a hunger to see the whole world fed.
Strengthen us for what lies ahead; heal us from the hurts of the past; give us courage to follow
your call in this moment. For your love is the only power, the only home, the only honor we need,
in this world and in the world to come. Amen.

An Ecological Lord’s Prayer by Claudio Carvalhaes
Our God who are in pluriverses, the skies and the earth,

Blessed be your name: life. May your pulsing life come to be seen, heard, touched and felt
through the oceans, the forests, in the rocks, in the life of plants and in the sounds of

animals and singing birds.

May the atmosphere of the sky that carries our ability to breathe continue balanced as
fossil presences are kept under the earth.
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Give us this day our daily bread through a variety of seeds and grains and leaves without
pesticides, without monocultures, from local farms and agro-biodiverse-cultures.

Forgive our plundering of the earth, our total lack of relation and reciprocity with the earth
and more than human beings; as cells, mycelium, fungi and infinite processes of symbiosis

forgive us daily by giving life back when we destroy it.

And lead us not into consumerism and the devouring the earth, but deliver us from the
apathy that says nothing can be changed.

For life is kinship, relationally and reciprocity. Now and forever. Amen.
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Various Affirmations of Faith We Will Periodically Use

Note that the Affirmation of Faith, like the Lord’s Prayer, will already be selected and
printed in the bulletin. You do not need to select one. This listing is just informational.

We are all children of God.

There is no Jew or Greek.

There is no slave or free.

There is no male and female.

For we are all one in the Spirit.
—~QGalatians 3:26, 28, S. ). Patterson

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus...

For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

—Romans 8:1, 38-39

We confess our faith by following in the way of Jesus who said:

“The Spirit of God is upon me, because God has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
God has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set
free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of God’s favor.”

—Luke 4:18-19

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him...No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us, and his
love is perfected in us.

—1John 7-9, 12

We confess our faith by following the admonition of the apostle:
“Keep alert; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.

Let all that you do be done in love.”

And by praying that the Spirit strengthen us for this faithful path.
—1 Corinthians 16:13-14
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Inviting the Congregation to Give — Leading the Offering

The offering should flow from the time of prayer as a continuation of the congregation’s
prayerfulness through expression of gratitude in giving.

How we relate to our resources, particularly money, is a matter of our spiritual health and
commitment to following the way of Jesus. Rather than seeing fundraising as the necessary
but “dirty” business we have to do once a year in order to get to the more “spiritual”
mission of the church, we should see our fundraising work and our opportunities for
weekly giving as an invitation to discipleship as important as the invitations we offer
to join in the goodness of community or the work of peace and justice and our
participation in the incarnation of God in the world.

The great mythologist Joseph Campbell said, “Money is congealed energy and releasing it
releases life possibilities...Money experienced as life energy is indeed a meditation, and
letting it flow out instead of hoarding it is a mode of participation in the life of others.” Our
practices of giving should be cultivated as spiritual disciplines like study and prayer and
justice-praxis. And as a congregation, we must cultivate our vision of money to see its
potential as “congealed energy” fueling the possibilities for the meaningful ministry to
which we are called.

So please do not apologize for “the need to collect an offering.” Giving the best of our
gifts to God is an ancient and continual part of Christian worshipping communities. Giving
Is one way that we put our best held values into practice by funding the mission and
ministries that we believe in, at UBC as well as through the partnerships we support. This
isn't about “keeping the lights on,” it's about begin dedicated to our mission as a
congregation through acts of giving, expressing our gratitude for the gifts we've
enjoyed in our lives, and experiencing joy in giving.

To invite the offering, you can say something like:

“And now we continue our time of prayer through the sharing of our gifts in
gratitude to support the mission of University Baptist Church and our many
partners in ministry. There are many ways to give that are shown in your
bulletin. Alternatively, you may place your offering in the offering plates that
the ushers will be passing around.”
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Communion Sundays

Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. Typically, the pastor will give the
invitation to communion and offer the words of institution and any prayers that are said at
the table. And the pastor will offer any instructions needed. Just stand behind the table
and follow the pastor’s lead.

Then, the worship leader will be invited to serve communion alongside the pastor in front
of the communion table. Unless otherwise stated, the pastor will hold the bread, giving
each person a piece saying, “Bread of Life,” or “Body of Christ,” and the worship leader will
hold the tray of cups and worship leader says, “Cup of Grace,” or “Cup of Salvation,” as
each person takes one

[The exceptions to this will be on Sundays when communion is passed through the pews
instead of people coming forward to receive it. Or Sundays when it is determined that
intinction will be used (dipping the bread into the cup).]

On Sundays when the pastor is absent and there is a guest preacher, this liturgy can
be used if preferable to the guest preacher’s extemporaneous words:

WELCOME TO THE TABLE (Preacher or Worship Leader):

UBC celebrates an open table and we welcome all to share the bread and cup
with us, which are God's gifts given freely to us. The presence of everyone at
this table is a part of what makes this meal holy.

The chalice holds grape juice and gluten free bread is available for those
who need it. Communion is done only by intinction, so please come
forward, taking a piece of bread and dipping the bread into the cup.

If you choose not to take the bread and cup, you can come forward for a
blessing, signaled by clasping your hands as if in prayer when you come

to the table.

Words of Institution (Preacher or Worship Leader):

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave
it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.”
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Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank
from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many.

All who would accept Jesus’ invitation to share this meal at the Table of Grace today,
these gifts are broken and blessed for you.

Preacher or Worship Leader can Offer a Prayer Over the Communion Table

We ask the blessings of the Holy presence of the Divine over these elements of
remembrance and worship, and over each one who will in faith share this table of
blessing. Come now to receive the bread and the cup at the Table of Grace set for you
by Jesus the Christ. Come for the table is ready.

--COMMUNION IS SERVED- -

Preacher or Worship Leader Offers a Prayer of Thanksqgiving after Communion

Holy One, we are thankful for these gifts of grace and the community of faith that
surrounds this table today and from age to age. Strengthen us and sustain us to do
your will this day and evermore. Amen.
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